
WEEK 5: 

AMERICAN 
MARRIAGE 

V. COVENANT 
MARRIAGE

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Genesis 2:15-25, 3:20, Matthew 

19:3-11, Ephesians 5:22-33



LifeGroup Discussion Questions:

Do you have an overall bad or good taste in your mouth 
when you think about marriage? What marriages have 
contributed to your view (your own, your parents, 
friends, etc.)?

Read Matthew 19:3-11.

• In Jesus’ response to the Pharisees’ question (v. 
4-6) where does He ground His argument? What 
part of the Bible does He quote from? Why is this 
important?

• The Pharisees are ready for Jesus’ answer 
and have a follow up question queued up (v. 
7). How are these questions designed to “test” 
Jesus? How does Jesus’ response to this follow 
up question (v. 8-9) reframe the question and 
expose their sinful hearts?

• Does the disciples’ question in v. 10 surprise you 
at all? If so, why? Where do you see echoes of 
their sentiment and concerns about marriage in 
our culture? 



Read Ephesians 5:31-33. Paul says that God’s design 
for marriage in Genesis 2 foreshadowed and had the 
gospel in mind all along. 

• How does Jesus’ covenant love for the church 
reshape how we think about our own marriage? 
(If your group is mostly non-married, how does 
Jesus’ covenant love reform how you think about 
your friend’s marriage and your own potential 
future marriage?)

• When is treating your marriage like a consumer 
most tempting to you? (If your group is mostly 
non-married, are there any ways you’re thinking 
of marriage as a contract that will provide goods 
and services to you?)

• In what ways are you looking for your spouse’s 
love to fulfill you in a way that isn’t possible or 
necessary in light of the gospel? (If your group is 
mostly non-married, are you sinfully believing that 
you absolutely need to get married?)



• In v. 33 Paul says the gospel foundation and 
motivation for marriage should lead to practical 
repentance, not just theoretical knowledge. 
In light of the previous three questions, what 
practical steps of repentance do you need to 
take?

Pray for Jesus’ kindness to lead us to repentance and 
spiritual fruit and vibrancy in our marriages. Pray for our 
church to rightly esteem marriage and at the same time 
to know that it’s not a savior. Pray for our church to treat 
marriage as a covenant and not a contract.


