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Elementary kids will begin to think abstractly. Use opportunities like 
family worship, mealtime, drive time, or bedtime, to instruct and 
apply the gospel to their hearts and minds. Help them apply the 
gospel to their lives as they are eager to learn how they fit into the 
world. Encourage personal faith and be ready to answer questions 
when they express a desire to make a public profession of faith.

Your child will increasingly value peer relationships. Leverage this 
stage to teach them about choosing friends and being a good 
friend. They will also increasingly become interested in the opposite 
sex. Talk to your child about God’s design for gender and the 
purpose of marriage.

Once a child is 6, place consistent limits on time spent using media. 
Continue to have an open dialogue with them about what they are 
watching with the goal of training them in discernment. If they have 
access to the Internet, make sure you have protection software.

Your child will begin to absorb messages from media, culture, and 
friends that shape their identity. It’s incredibly important to reinforce 
his or her unique worth, both to you and to God. Always be willing to 
discuss your child’s feelings and remind him or her of God’s truth. 

Maintain an open dialogue about private parts and who is allowed 
to see or touch them. Remind him or her to feel free to ask you 
anything. Over the next few years, they may become increasingly 
concerned about body image and express a new level of modesty. A 
girl’s body will begin to change before a boy’s. Talk about what types 
of changes your child can expect to see over the next couple of 
years. See more information in the Developmental Snapshot.


