
1 PETER STUDY GUIDE
Week 1: elect exiles

Primary Passage: 1 Peter 1:1-2
Related Passages: Jeremiah 29:1-14, Philippians 3:20, 
Hebrews 11 (vs. 10 and 13-16)

“We all long for Eden, and we are constantly glimpsing 
it: our whole nature at its best and least corrupted, its 
gentlest and most human, is still soaked with the sense 
of exile.”

-Author: J.R.R. Tolkien

Life As an Exile. 

Read 1 Peter 1:1-2 and Philippians 3:20. 
• Why does Peter call these people exiles? (Consider their 

current situation, the history of God’s people and the 
spiritual identity that Paul describes in Philippians 3:20.)

Read Jeremiah 29:4-14. 1 Peter echoes much of Jeremiah’s 
letter written to another group of God’s people dispersed from their 
homeland and living as exiles in Babylon at the time. 

• What specific instructions does Jeremiah give God’s 
people for how they are to take an intentional posture as 
“missionary exiles”? Do any of these strike you as surprising 
or particularly difficult? Why?

Encouragement For Exiles

Read Acts 17:24-28 and reread 1 Peter 1:1-2. Peter calls these 
believers elect or chosen. Paul in Acts 17 says that in whatever 
place believers find themselves living as exiles; none of it is an 
accident. God has them there to help lead those around them to 
Himself. 

• How are we dismissive of this encouragement? What 
would change about your everyday life if you were more 
fully aware of this reality?

• Who has God placed around you to be praying for as you 
live in exile?

• How are you most tempted to live as if you’re already 
home? Where do you need to repent and embrace your 
identity as an exile? What’s your plan for repentance?

Pray for God to comfort us with His presence and to fill us with 
His Spirit’s power as we embrace our identity as exiles. Pray for 
our LifeGroup to live intentionally for the benefit of the place where 
God has sent us to live and for God to use us to draw our friends 
to Himself.


