
1 PETER LEADER GUIDE
Week 4: Forever Family

Primary Passage:  1 Peter 1:22- 2:3
Related Passages:  2 Corinthians 5:17, Isaiah 40:6-8

“You get used to someone—start to like them, even—
and they leave. In the end, everyone leaves.”

-Rachel Ward, Numbers

LifeGroup Study Guide

Why are you friends with the people you’re friends with?

Leader Notes: Hey leaders! This question is more than an ice 
breaker. We’re trying to get our people thinking about the com-
mon themes and patterns in the type of people they befriend. 
What type of people do they form lasting connections with? What 
kind of people do they forgive and walk through life with for a long 
time?

Many of us think all of these relationships just happen sponta-
neously and almost on accident. But the truth is our friendships 
reveal deep-seeded preferences and perspective. We befriend 
people we want to befriend whether we realize we’re doing it or 
not. Normally these friendships form around common experienc-
es, proximity, shared membership in a club, preferences (hobbies, 
political leanings, ideaologies, etc.) and/or achievements.

Help your people think deeply on this one because it sets up the 
rest of the study.

In your experience, why do relationships fall apart even when we 
want them to last? 

Leader Notes: Everyone has experienced relationships and 
communities breaking apart for one reason or another. This ques-
tion doesn’t have a right answer, it has lots of right answers. It’s 
a great way to get to know your people’s past experiences and 
perspective on life, people and the world.

Read 1 Peter 1:22. What differentiates “a sincere brotherly love 
from a pure heart” from other types of love?

Leader Notes: Along with relationships breaking down, we’ve all 
experienced the pain of fake love, counterfeit love, and/or some-
one you thought loved you who turned out to be using you for 
their own gain. Peter’s pointing us to a new and better founda-
tion for relationships that contrasts the painful experiences we’ve 
seen. Help your LG connect that the pain in their interactions are 
the reality of sins effect on humanity.

Is there anyone you would say you love with this kind of love? 
Who? Is there anyone you would say loves you in this way? Who?

Leader Notes: Personal application.

Read 1 Peter 1:22-25 and 2:4-5. What are the unique aspects 
of the gospel that Peter says empower this kind of love and broth-
erly community?

Leader Notes: Plan to get here with enough time to really dig 
in here. We think this chart coule be a really helpful way to take 
stock of our lives and lead to some realy clear practical steps of 
confession and repentance. 



Read 1 Peter 2:1-3. Take some time to fill out the chart and then 
discuss with one another.

Leader Notes: Handy reference on each of these sinful heart 
issues in case anyone in your group is struggling to understand. 

•	 Malice - ill intent (assuming the worst). “Love believes all 
things and hopes all things” (1 Cor. 13:7). Christian love 
is not naïve or gullible, but it is eager to assume the best. 

•	 Deceit - intentionally misleading people and lying to them 
for any number of reasons. The gospel frees us up to walk 
in radical honesty by undercutting all the reasons we used 
to have to deceive people (trying to impress, use, manip-
ulate people, etc.)

•	 Hypocrisy - living a double life. Presenting yourself in one 
way when you have hidden brokenness and secret sin. 
Saying you value and believe certain things but living in 
a different way. (Often with the pang of anxious guilt, “If 
anyone knew the real me they would never accept me.”)

•	 Envy - constantly comparing myself to others and going 
back and forth from inferior to self righteous (“must be 
nice”)

•	 Slander - backbiting - speaking poorly of others when 
they are gone. Do you point out people’s strengths when 
they are not listening? Or do you point out their flaws?

How does our Lifegroup need to grow in fighting these heart is-
sues that rip community apart? How do we need to encourage 
each other to walk in sincere love for each other?

Leader Notes: Based on your answers to the chart, make a plan 
to repent and encourage each other in the upcoming weeks! Let’s 
go fam!

Pray that our community would reflect how God has made us a 
forever family to those dealing with decaying relationships.

Pray that we as a LifeGroup would grow to fight our heart issues 
and bear with one another with love from a pure heart.

Heart 
Issue:

Where do you 
struggle with this?

How does it impact 
your relationships?

How does God’s 
kindness confront 
it?
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