
1 PETER LEADER GUIDE
Week 10: Baptism

Primary Passage: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Related Passages: Genesis 6:5-21, Matthew 28:19-20, Romans 
6:1-11, Luke 3:21-22

“We ought to regard the sacrament of baptism with 
reverence. An ordinance of which the Lord Jesus Himself 
partook, is not to be lightly esteemed. An ordinance to 
which the great Head of the Church submitted, ought to 
be ever honorable in the eyes of professing Christians.” 

- J. C. Ryle

LifeGroup Study Guide

Read 1 Peter 3:18-20. How would you explain the good news of 
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection in your own words? 

Leader Notes: For us to grow in gospel fluency, it’s not enough 
to have a vague mental concept of the gospel. We have to grow 
in verbalizing it in our own words, our own lives and our own 
dialects. 1 Peter 3:18 is really helpful because Peter states the 
gospel in such succinct terms. 

The points that need to be hit are: 
We are sinners who deserve hell. Our sin needed to be punished. 
God took the punishment on himself (Jesus). Because God paid 
for our sin we now have the ability to know God and have a 
relationship with him. That is the only way to heaven. 

Those are all necessary non negotiable traits of the gospel.  

• How confident are you in explaining the gospel to someone 
who doesn’t know Jesus?

Leader Notes: This pushes past, do you know the x’s and o’s 
of the gospel? Not just, can you say the right words, but when 
presented with an opportunity to talk to someone about what 
God’s done for us in Jesus, do you feel equipped and confident 
to explain it to them in a way that makes sense. If not, why not? 
What equipping do you need?

• Peter references the ark of Noah as a picture of God 
graciously giving people a boat to rescue them from the 
flood of His punishment that they deserved. Outside of 
Jesus, what do you trust in to make you right with God? 
Where are you most tempted to put your hope in the 
“wrong boat”? 

Leader Notes: We are basically asking what are your deep idols in 
a different way.  What do you look to to prove yourself. Examples: 
“I’m a good moral person”, I do Christian activities, I’m successful 
and have great wealth, power, status. People like me. I’m a good 
guy. My boyfriend/girlfriend/mom says I’m very special, etc. 

Read 1 Peter 3:21-22. Why does Peter say baptism corresponds 
to Noah and the ark? In both baptism and Noah’s flood, other 
than God providing a way to be saved, what is required for us to 
receive salvation?



Leader Notes:There are three major connections between these 
two stories.  

•	 The water. The water symbolizes two things: cleansing 
and judgment. In the story of Noah, the water cleansed the 
wickedness of of the world and in baptism it “cleanses” us 
of our sin and spiritual dirt.

In Noah, this cleansing is God’s judgment on the sin of the world. 
In baptism the water represents God’s judgment that we are dead 
in our sin before we’re pulled up to new life. 

•	 The boat. The second symbol is the vessel. In the story 
of Noah you had to be in the vessel, the ark, in order to 
be saved from God’s judgment. It doesn’t matter that you 
believe the boat is seaworthy. It matters that you’re in the 
boat. It doesn’t matter that your parents are in the boat if 
you’re not in the boat. It doesn’t matter if people mock you 
for being in the boat, the point is that you are in it. 

In baptism, we proclaim that God, in His great mercy has included 
us in Jesus Christ. Jesus is the new vessel of grace that saves us 
from God’s judgment. (Galatians 3:27, Ephesians 2:13-22)

• What does baptism accomplish? Is it important? Why or 
why not?

Leader Notes: Baptism is a symbolic proclamation to the world 
and those around you of what God has done for you through 
Jesus. 

Although it’s not absolutely essential for salvation, baptism is 
important for a number of reasons. 1.) Baptism is commanded 
by Jesus. So baptism is a necessary way to submit ourselves to 
His Lordship. 2.) Baptism is modelled by Jesus. So baptism is a 
way to follow in Jesus’ footsteps. 3.) Baptism is an opportunity 
to proclaim God’s grace to the watching world like Noah did by 
obediently building and getting in the ark. Our baptisms proclaim 
God’s patience to sinners like us and invites others to receive His 
patience and mercy.

• Do you have any questions about baptism? Have you been 
baptized? How might God want to use your obedience in 
baptism for your benefit and the benefit of others?

Leader Notes: This question is to help people see that if they are 
saved and haven’t been baptized it is important. An application is 
they can be baptized. Sign up is here: http://midtowndowntown.
com/baptism

Pray as a group for active repentance from any and all ways we’re 
trying to prove our righteousness outside of Jesus. 

Pray for Jesus to use us to proclaim His grace to others and see 
people brought to Himself. 

Pray for God to use the obedience and testimony of people 
getting baptized to draw more people to Himself. 


