
Leader Guide 
Week 1: Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Romance 
Primary Scripture: Genesis 1:1, 2631 and Romans 1:2126 
 
LifeGroup Discussion Questions: 
 
What stood out to you from the sermon? What was the most difficult to hear? What most 
resonated with you?  
 

Leader Notes: Hey leaders, this type of open ended question can lead to lots of conversation 
depending on how talkative your group is and how much they took away from the sermon. So don’t let 
the conversation bog down here unless it’s really fruitful discussion. Feel free to move the conversation 
on in the interest of having enough time to discuss later, more important questions. 
 

Here are some potential pushbacks/questions that people in your group may have about this sermon. 
- Pushback: “I don’t understand why God and/or the church care about sex and gender issues so much.”  

- God cares because He loves humanity and sex is a powerful gift He’s designed and given to us. 
The thing about powerful gifts, is they can be used for powerful good and they can also lead to 
powerful destruction. Think about how much pain and relational damage we have all 
undergone or caused in the pursuit of sex and romance. The church cares because we love 
humanity too and we want to care about what God cares about. 

- Pushback: “No one should get in the way of someone pursuing their own happiness however they 
want.”  

- We will continue to unpack these ideas much more thoroughly in week 2 but here are some 
thoughts for a person who has this perspective: Have you noticed how love and romance have 
a tendency to be particularly blinding to people? God designed life to be walked in community 
so that other people can help us see our blind spots and help us avoid unnecessary pain. This 
isn’t unloving and actually is a way to help someone fight for their happiness and well-being in 
the long run. 
- Pushback: “I really struggle with the idea that I am made in God’s image. Or if I am, I’m a 

pretty terrible picture of Him. I don’t think God could or would care about a screw up like me.”  
- A person who is struggling with these kind of ideas needs gospel encouragement that 
although we are all flawed image bearers, God designed us with inherent value and Jesus 
redeems our brokeness; covering us with His perfect image of God and slowly sanctifying us to 
look more and more like Him. If someone is really struggling with this, potentially 
encouragement them to check out Recovery. See if anyone in your group would be willing to go 
through Recovery with them if they’re interested. 

 
Read Genesis 1. In v. 26, what are differences in what God says as he makes humanity 
compared to everything else He spoke into existence throughout Genesis 1? 

Leader Notes: We don’t normally ask questions that have a specifically right answer because they 
don’t tend to lead to a lot of discussion. Most of the questions we ask have lots of wrong answers and a number 
of helpful thoughts and conversations we hope they open up. At the same time, we’re trying to equip you to help 
lead your LG in reading and studying the Bible well and how to notice things in a Biblical text. So this question is 
primarily here to help you do that. The differences in v. 26-31 and the rest of the chapter are that the Trinitarian 
God begins to have a conversation with Himself about creating humans. V. 26 breaks the pattern of the rest of 
the chapter which goes “God said, ‘Let there be ____.” and there was ____ . And God saw that the ____ was good.” 
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But in v. 26 God says, “Let us make God in our own image.” He’s reasoning with Himself and thinking about how 
He’s going to shape and form humanity. While all of creation images God and some of His attributes (Romans 
1:19-20), humanity is His crown jewel image-bearer. He also sets humanity in dominion over the rest of creation 
while He doesn’t create any kind of hierarchy in the rest of creation.  
Reread Genesis 1:27. In the sermon we mentioned that if we lose an understanding that we 
are made in God’s image, we actually lose the theological and philosophical foundations for 
human rights. What else might we lose? 

Leader Notes: Not gonna lie fam, this is a bit of an upper level question. While it is very theoretical 
it’s also helpful to get our people thinking. If your group bogs down too much on this question and the one 
before the danger is that your overall discussion could be relatively detached from real life and practicing 
confession and gospel encouragement. So use them to help teach your people how to read and think well, but 
don’t get stuck here. Along with losing human rights, without being formed in the image of a loving personal 
Creator God, we lose foundation for any type of moral law that transcends cultures. If we are all here by Godless 
evolution, then the strong eat the weak and no one should shed a tear. It’s just the strong doing what’s necessary 
to survive. We also lose a sense of our purpose and place in creation. Freedom from God’s design and loving 
restraints feels great at first, but like boundaries on a road, design and purpose are helpful barriers to get us 
where we are going. When people don’t know they are designed in God’s image for the purpose of knowing Him 
and reflecting Him to the world, they often end up feeling purposeless and lost. There are plenty of other 
directions this question can go depending on what your group thinks of. We just wanted to give you a few that 
could get the conversation going. 

 
Read Romans 1:2129.  

 In light of the exchange described in vs. 23 + 25, what created things are you most likely 
to believe you were made for instead of God (work, people’s approval, yourself, 
sex/romance, etc.)? 

 Vs. 24 and 26 describe how exchanging the truth of God for worshipping created things 
leads to sinfully overvaluing sex and romance. Where are you looking for romance and 
sex to give you something they can’t actually give you? 

 

Leader Notes: These two questions are the most important on the page. They are the best 
opportunity we are giving your group to dig into their hearts and practice healthy gospel confession. If people 
are struggling to think of things and they’re plugged into the group, feel free to ask other members of the group 
to speak in as to what they see. Everyone deals with idolatry and almost everyone in our culture deals with 
sexual and/or romance idolatry in one way or another. 

Huge note: Don’t let someone confess something real that they are really struggling with and have the 
group respond, “Oh. huh... Alright who’s next?” Confession is a huge opportunity to connect, relate and speak 
gospel truth into someone’s life. Lead with questions. “Why do you think you chase after that?” “What do you 
think it’s giving to you or saving you from?” “Is it working? Do you see any ways that it’s not actually giving you 
what it promises?” Specifically if other group members and ask, “How does the gospel apply to this issue ____ is 
dealing with?” or say things like “Let’s gospel them up. Let’s encourage them with some Biblical truth.” Don’t let 
your group be passive. Rally them to engage in helping to disciple each other.  
 
What are some of your hopes for this series? What do you want to learn about? Where are you 
hoping to grow? What questions are you hoping will be discussed? Are there any questions you 
want our group to text in so that they can be answered during QandA times? 
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Leader Notes: This question can also be used as a conversation started at the beginning of your 
discussion time if you think it’d be an easier way to get your group talking at the beginning. Remember to 
encourage people in your group to text their questions in. If they’re uncomfortable doing that, you can always 
offer to text in their questions for them!  
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