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WEEK 40:

LOST COIN,  
LOST SHEEP

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE:
Luke 15:1-10

 

RELATED SCRIPTURES:
Ezekiel 34:1-16, Acts 4:7-12, Ephesians 2

“Jesus’s teaching consistently attracted the irreligious while 
offending the Bible-believing, religious people of his day. However, 
in the main, our churches today do not have this effect. The kind 
of outsiders Jesus attracted are not attracted to contemporary 
churches, even our most avant-garde ones. We tend to draw 
conservative, buttoned-down, moralistic people. The licentious 
and liberated or the broken and marginal avoid church. That 
can only mean one thing. If the preaching of our ministers and 
the practice of our parishioners do not have the same effect on 
people that Jesus had, then we must not be declaring the same 
message that Jesus did.” 

― Timothy Keller, The Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of 
the Christian Faith

LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
Read Luke 15:1-2. What do you know about the two groups of people 
that are in the crowd Jesus is preaching to? How do these groups likely 
think and feel about each other? Which group(s) of people do you con-
sciously or subconsciously tend to view as the problem in the world?

Read Luke 15:3-7. The shepherd invites all his friends and neighbors for 
a party after he finds his lost sheep. What type of event would cause you 
to throw a spontaneous party and invite all your neighbors? How easy or 
hard is it for you to believe that God rejoices over you in this way?

Read Luke 15:8-10. What do you feel when you’ve lost something 
important? What are the implications for our lives that God feels a similar 
urgency to find and rescue His lost children?

Read Ezekiel 34:11-16. How has God specifically fulfilled these prophe-
cies through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus? Is the gospel reality 
that you are a once lost child who’s been found by Jesus a daily reality in 
your mind?
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WEEK 41:

YOUNGER BROTHERS
 

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 15:11-24

 

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Proverbs 29:1-3, Ezekiel 34, John 8:34-36, 10:1-18

I am the prodigal son every time I search for unconditional love 
where it cannot be found.

― Henri J.M. Nouwen

“It is not reason which turns the young man from God; it is the 
flesh. Skepticism but provides him with the excuses for the new 
life he is leading.” 

― Aurelius Augustine

LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION
Read Luke 15:11-13. What are the younger son’s assumptions about life 
and his father as he leaves?

Read Luke 15:14-16. Have you ever “hit rock bottom” or watched 
someone else do so? How did you/they respond? Why are these painful 
moments often what God uses to graciously lead people to repentance? 
(Consider Jeremiah 2:11-13)

Read Luke 15:17-19. What does repentance look like in the younger 
son’s life? Where in your life are you struggling to believe that God loves 
you, wants you and has full, satisfying life to offer to you?

The sermon on Sunday gave several arguments against the American be-
lief that life is all about the pursuit of happiness. Which argument(s) made 
the most sense to you? Which were more difficult for you?

If the point of life is not to be happy, what is the point of life? (Consider 2 
Corinthians 4:7-18 and Philippians 3:7-11,)

Pray for renewed perspective on who God is, what the point of life is 
and to show us where we have opportunities to live as a counter cultural 
community. 
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WEEK 42:

OLDER BROTHERS
 

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 15:25-32

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Psalm 32:1-2, Matthew 20:1-16,  

Romans 4:1-8, Galatians, Philemon 1:8-9

“The fatted calf, the best Scotch, the hoedown could all have 
been his too, any time he asked for them except that he never 
thought to ask for them because he was too busy trying cheer-
lessly and religiously to earn them.” 

― Frederick Buechner

“Neither son loved the father for himself. They both were using 
the father for their own self-centered ends rather than loving, en-
joying, and serving him for his own sake. This means that you can 
rebel against God and be alienated from him either by breaking 
his rules or by keeping all of them diligently. It’s a shocking mes-
sage: Careful obedience to God’s law may serve as a strategy for 
rebelling against God.” 

- Tim Keller, Prodigal God 

LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
Read Luke 15:25-29. How does the older brother view his father and 
their relationship? In what ways do you believe that God is a slave-master 
who is primarily concerned with what you do for him? 

Read Luke 15:29-30. Describe the older brother’s view of his younger 
brother. What prevents the him from rejoicing with the return of his broth-
er? What individuals or groups of people do you tend to look down on as 
unworthy?

Read Romans 4:1-8 and Galatians 2:21. How does the older brother 
misunderstand the heart of Christian faith? Why are you tempted to try to 
work to earn something from God instead of trusting Him by faith?

Read Luke 15:28-32. Look at the father’s response to his older son. How 
does he approach him? What is his tone? How is the father’s response 
to both sons similar? Do you believe this is how God responds to you in 
both your rebellious and religious sins?

What is the heart-level difference between the younger son who receives 
the father’s grace, welcome and party and the older son who does not?

PRAY FOR:
- God’s Spirit to help us to live by faith in Jesus; not religious work. 
- protection from becoming an older brother, graceless, condemning 
group of people.
- empowerment and wisdom to rejoice and join God rescuing the lost.
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WEEK 43:

FIGHTING LIKE FAMILY
 

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 17:1-10

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Nehemiah 9:17, Matthew 5:23-24, 6:14-15 and  

18:21-35; Mark 11:25, Luke 6:37, Ephesians 
4:25-27 and 31-32, Colossians 3:12-13

“To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable, because 
God has forgiven the inexcusable in you. This is hard. It is 
perhaps not so hard to forgive a single injury. But to forgive the in-
cessant provocations of daily life – to keep on forgiving the bossy 
mother-in-law, the bullying husband, the nagging wife, the selfish 
daughter, the deceitful son – how can we do it? Only, I think, by 
remembering where we stand, by meaning our words when we 
say ... ‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us.’ We are offered forgiveness on no other terms. 
To refuse it means to refuse God’s mercy for ourselves.” 

– C. S. Lewis

LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
Read Luke 17:3-4. Do you have any ongoing, unresolved relational con-
flict? Who are you currently struggling to forgive? What makes it difficult 
for you to forgive them? 

In the sermon, we looked at how rebuke means to give something ap-
propriate weight. As a LifeGroup, do we have a healthy culture of rebuke 
and confrontation? Are we more likely to make too big a deal about sin or 
ignore it and not deal with it?

Read Luke 17:5-6. Why do the disciples respond to Jesus’ teaching by 
asking Him to increase their faith? What makes ongoing forgiveness for 
the same issue specifically trying?

Read Luke 17:7-10, 1 Timothy 1:15 and Matthew 18:21-35. What are 
the root problems of unforgiveness and bitterness? How does the gospel 
deal with these root issues to motivate and empower us to forgive in an 
ongoing and costly manner?

Like at the Gatherings, take some time to deal with any interpersonal 
conflict between members of the group. Pray for a healthy understanding 
of confession, confrontation for our group. Pray for faith to be able to 
forgive fully and genuinely, as we have been fully and genuinely forgiven. 
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WEEK 44:

PARABLE OF THE 
DISHONEST MANAGER

 

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 16:1-12

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
1 Chronicles 29:12-16, Psalm 24:1, Luke 

12:32-34, Matthew 6:19-21

“A steward manages assets for the owner’s benefit. The steward 
carries no sense of entitlement to the assets he manages. It’s his 
job to find out what the owner wants done with his assets, then 
carry out his will.” 

- Randy Alcorn

LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
Read Luke 16:1-9. What do you do when you read a passage of scrip-
ture that is confusing? What about this passage makes it difficult to 
understand? 

Read Luke 16:10-13. How do these verses shed light on what Jesus is 
teaching in v. 1-9? 

Read Psalm 24:1. Does the way you handle your money indicate a func-
tional belief that you are a manager handling God’s money on His behalf? 
Why or why not? How would a stranger summarize your bank account 
and spending habits? 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-17 and Luke 16:9. What would your relation-
ships look like if you thought of them with the end goal of sharing “eternal 
dwellings” with them? 

How is this a beautiful motivator for using everything we have to see the 
gospel go forward?

Pray for God’s Spirit to free us from being controlled by the love of 
money. Pray for God to give us eternal perspective and shrewdness that 
makes any sacrifice seem reasonable in light of sharing eternity with the 
people God has put in our path.
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WEEK 45:

DIVINE JUSTICE
 

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 16:19-31

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Matthew 8:5-13, 22:1-14, 25:31-46, Luke 12:1-7,  
John 12:44-50, Romans 3:9-26, Revelation 21:1-8

“If sinners be damned, at least let them leap to Hell over our dead 
bodies. And if they perish, let them perish with our arms wrapped 
about their knees, imploring them to stay. If Hell must be filled, 
let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not one go 
unwarned and unprayed for.”

- C.H. Spurgeon

“The vague and tenuous hope that God is too kind to punish 
the ungodly has become a deadly opiate for the consciences of 
millions.”

- A.W. Tozer

LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
There are certain realities about our world that are overwhelmingly dark. 
What injustices make you particularly angry or sorrowful? Do you believe 
that God is angry at these and other evils? If not, what how does He 
respond? How would you support your view from the Bible?

Read Luke 16:19-31. What stands out to you about the rich man Jesus 
describes? What is his perspective on God, himself and what matters in 
life? 

Read Read Romans 3:23-27. What does it mean that Jesus is our pro-
pitiation? What kind of heart does the gospel produce in a person who 
really understands it?

Read Romans 12:19-21. How does Paul explain the relationship be-
tween God’s judgment and our ability to forgive and pray for anyone 
(including even those who are guilty of causing harm)?

Pray the gospel to produce in us hearts that:

- are humble and grateful for Jesus sacrifice in our place.

- take our sin seriously and repent quickly and fully.

- stand with God against injustice.

- stand with God in urgently helping people far from Him to receive His 
grace.
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WEEK 46:

JESUS IS COMIN’ BACK
 

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE:
Luke 17:20-37

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Genesis 6-8, Genesis 19:1-29, Daniel 7:13-14,  

Matthew 24-25, Mark 13, Luke 21,  
Acts 1:6-7, 1 Corinthians 7:29-31, Revelation 21:1-8

 “The second coming of Jesus Christ is good news for people 
whose lives are filled with bad news... The person who wants jus-
tice and redemption wants the kingdom of God and the coming 
of the Kingdom depends on the coming of the King, the one who 
will return with power and with great glory.”

- Neil Plantinga, Engaging God’s World

LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
How often do you think about Jesus’ second coming? Does it seem far 
away, theoretical and somewhat irrelevant? If so, why?

Read Luke 17:20-21. What does Jesus mean when He tells the Phari-
sees that the kingdom of God is in their midst? Why does it matter that 
Jesus’ first coming was “invisible” and not obvious? Where have you 
experienced God’s kingdom (even if it was different than you thought it 
would be)?

Read Luke 17:22 and Revelation 21:1-5. What brokenness makes you 
the most desperate to see Jesus’ kingdom come in its fullness? How 
does loving and longing for the renewal of all things impact our lives here 
and now?

Read Luke 17:25 and 31-33. Jesus says “Whoever seeks to preserve his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will keep it.” What prevents you 
from believing and living in light of this?

How does the second coming free us up to live differently in light of that? 

Prayer:

“And now to Him who purchased the church with his own 
blood… do I now desire to devote my strength, my life, my all; 
to be employed how, and as long, as his unerring wisdom shall 
direct and appoint. And the Lord grant that I may obtain mercy to 
be found faithful…. And grant, that after the exercise of much fer-
vent, mutual love, and the enjoyment of many spiritual comforts, 
in these thy lower courts; we may finally arrive at those blissful 
regions, where love is perfect, and joy perpetual; where hymns of 
holy wonder, and songs of devoutest praise, shall be our uninter-
rupted and everlasting employ! Amen and Amen.”

Abraham Booth, The Confession of Faith


