
SECTION VI
WEEKS 23-39

T H E  K I N G 
C O M M I S S I O N S
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   WEEK 23:

HOW TO 
SOW SEEDS

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE:
 Luke 8:4-18 and 10:1-2

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Matthew 13:1-15, Mark 4:1-12, Isaiah 55, Matthew 4:26-29, 

John 15:4-6, 1 Corinthians 3:5-11, 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

“There is a ripple effect to the gospel that’s inevitable. There’s 
a ripple effect to true grace. It doesn’t lead us to only sit and 
contemplate what happened to us. It leads us to proclaim what’s 
happened to us—and what can happen to anybody and every-
body on the planet.” 

- Louie Giglio, Finish the Mission

“The reality is, of course, as soon as you think seriously about it, 
that the mission field is everywhere, including your own street – 
wherever there is ignorance or rejection of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.” 

― Christopher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God’s People: A 
Biblical Theology of the Church’s Mission

PERSONAL STUDY:
Luke 10:1-2. What is God’s mission on earth? What are different expres-
sions of God’s mission? Does it strike you as odd that Jesus says the 
main thing lacking is laborers? Why?

What are your gifts and strengths? How has God designed you specifi-
cally to join in His mission?

Read Luke 8:4-15. Which soil that Jesus mentions most accurately de-
scribes your life and how you are receiving God’s Word? Why would you 
say that?

What personal obstacles distract you or obstruct you from fully engaging 
in Jesus’ mission on planet earth?

Read Luke 8:9-15 and 1 Corinthians 3:5-7. How does Jesus’ descrip-
tion of the different types of soil inform the way we go about living on 
mission? What different responses should we expect as we sow seed? 
What fears and pressures does this relieve?

Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15. Paul interweaves the ideas of cheerful 
monetary generosity (v. 7, 11, 12, 13) and faithful mission (v. 8, 10, 11, 12, 
13). Why is the direction of our money a clear picture of what our hearts 
treasure? 

Are you living a cheerfully generous life? Are you living a cheerfully mis-
sional life?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
Why does God’s call to mission frequently feel condemning, and 
guilt-trippy? How does the gospel actually motivate us to become  
everyday, ordinary missionaries?

Read Luke 8:4-15. Which soil best describes your life? What does it look 
like to “bear fruit with patience”?

Read Luke 8:16-18. What does hiding a lamp have to do with taking care 
how we hear God’s word? 

Read Luke 10:1-2. Who has God put around us to pray for and invite into 
His kingdom?

Spend some time praying as a group for Jesus to show us opportunities 
to be involved in His harvest and to raise up more laborers for the gospel 
in Columbia and the world.
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WEEK 24:

GOD’S BIG  
OL’ FAMILY

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 8:19-21, 11:27-28, 12:49-53, 14:25-30

 
RELATED SCRIPTURES: 

Matthew 12:46-50, Mark 3:31-35, Psalm 96:1-6,  
Jeremiah 31:31-34, Galatians 4:1-7,  

1 Peter 2:9-10, Acts 2:42-47 and 4:32-37

“We must make the invisible kingdom visible in our midst.”
- John Calvin

“In adoption, God takes us into his family and fellowship—he 
establishes us as his children and heirs. Closeness, affection and 
generosity are at the heart of the relationship. To be right with 
God the Judge [justification] is a great thing, but to be loved and 
cared for by God the Father [adoption] is greater.”

- J.I. Packer

“We exist for this reason: ‘that you may proclaim the excellencies 
of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light.’ This is the full-time destiny of [the royal priesthood]—to 
make the glories of the king known.”

- John Piper

PERSONAL STUDY:
What is your family like? Is your family marked my a lot of joy and close-
ness or a lot of friction and pain? Is your family pretty honest or do they 
tend to hide a lot? What do you like to do with your family?

Read Jeremiah 31:31-34. What promises does God make through Jere-
miah as He describes the new covenant people He intends to make?

Read Luke 8:19-21, 11:27-28 and 12:49-53. What themes tie these texts 
together? How does Jesus describe His family?

Jesus explains that loyalty to His spiritual family supersedes loyalty to our 
earthly families. How does this strike you? In what ways is Jesus  
family-friendly and in what ways is he not? 

In what ways might involvement in Jesus’ family lead to real life division in 
real life families? 

Read Acts 2:42-47 and 4:32-37. How does God intend to redeem the 
friction that many experience in their earthly families through the shared 
life of God’s family?

Read 1 Peter 2:9-10. What is God’s goal for His new people? According 
to these verses, what has God redeemed us for?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
How close are you with your earthly family? Is your family more so a 
source of joy, security and warmth or a source of pain, fear and friction? 
How so?

Read Luke 8:19-21, 11:27-28 and 12:49-53. What are common func-
tions of a family that Jesus intends for us to reflect as His spiritual family 
on earth?

In what ways are you tempted to let loyalty to your earthly family super-
sede loyalty to Jesus’ spiritual family?

As a LifeGroup, in what ways are we fairly strong at treating each other 
like family? In what ways do we need to grow?

 Read Luke 14:25-30 and 1 Peter 2:9-10. Are there any ways that we 
are closed off to welcoming new folks into God’s family? What does this 
reveal about our hearts?

Read 1 Peter 2:9-10. How can we grow in hospitality and “proclaiming 
God’s excellencies” through our shared life as His people?
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WEEK 25:

CONSUMER OR 
CONVINCED?

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 9:1-20

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Exodus 16, Deuteronomy 8:1-10,  

John 6:1-15 + 22-71, Revelation 7:13-17 

“The world needs to see Christians burning, not with 
self-righteous fury at the sliding morals in our country, but 
with passion for God.”

- Kevin DeYoung 

“[The Church] exists … to set up in the world a new sign 
which is radically dissimilar to [the world’s] own manner and 
which contradicts it in a way that is full of promise.”

- Karl Barth

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read Luke 9:1-6. Why might Jesus have given them the instruction in 
v. 3 to “Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor 
moey, and do not have two tunics”? How do these items represent things 
people typically rely on for a journey? 

Read Luke 9:7-9 and Luke 23:6-12. How would you describe Herod’s 
interest in Jesus in Luke 9? What insight do we learn about Herod’s heart 
from the way he treats Jesus in Luke 23?

Read Luke 9:10-17 and John 6:1-15. What is the spiritual significance 
of Jesus’ miracle? How does this miracle portray Jesus’ ability to provide 
and satisfy?

Read Exodus 16 and John 6:22-65. How does the manna in Exodus 16 
foreshadow Jesus’ coming? Why do the Jews struggle with Jesus’ claim 
that He is the “bread of life”?

Read Deuteronomy 8:1-20, Hebrews 4. How is the idea of resting in  
Jesus’ work connected to the idea of being fulfilled and satisfied by 
Jesus? What desires, people or goals are you tempted to see as more 
satisfying than Jesus?

Read Luke 9:18-20 and John 6:66-71. What did Peter mean by his 
question, “Lord, to whom shall we go?” How does this question relate to 
Peter’s statements that Jesus is “the Christ of God” and ”the Holy One of 
God”?
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SERMON NOTES:

 
 

LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
What stood out from the sermon and your personal study of Luke 9:1-20? 

Read Luke 9:1-6. What instructions does Jesus give His disciples as 
He sends them out? How might this apply to our group as we live on 
mission?

Read Luke 9:7-17. What is similar about Herod’s interest in Jesus and 
the crowd’s interest in Jesus? How are you tempted to believe Jesus 
primarily exists to make your life better? 

Where are you unwilling to let following Jesus make your life worse?

Read Luke 9:18-20 and John 6:66-71. Outside of Jesus, where are you 
tempted to go when you feel discontent or unsatisfied?

How does satisfaction in Jesus motivate us for mission? What could be 
going on under the surface when we think, “I don’t want to talk about 
Jesus because I don’t want to make things awkward”?

Spend some time praying for Jesus to protect us from being consumers. 
Pray that he would grow our conviction that He is what we need and 
what our friends need.
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WEEK 26:

JESUS NEEDS  
A P.R. MANAGER

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 9:18-36, 44-48 and 57-62

RELATED SCRIPTURE: 
Genesis 19:1-26, Romans 8:14-18 and 12:1-2, 2 Corinthi-

ans 1:3-11, Philippians 1:27-30 and 3:7-16, 1 Peter 4

It is not possible to be ‘incidentally a Christian.’ The fact of Chris-
tianity must be overwhelmingly first or nothing. This suggests a 
reason for the dislike of Christians by nominal or non-Christians: 
their lives contain no overwhelming first but many balances.

- Sheldon Vanauken

Any kind of love that lacks the iron of the Cross in it, is anemic 
love. It won’t make you flourish, it won’t let you really live. It isn’t 
fully healthy Love. Love without a Cross has no backbone. Love 
without a Cross can’t stand — because it’s only about feel-good 
and not about being made new. The ones who carry around the 
Cross of Christ in their heads — are the only ones who really have 
Love of God in their hearts. Because while Political Correctness 
may say: “Follow me and maybe we’ll find some Truth,” Jesus 
humbly pleads, “Pick Up Your Cross and follow Me: I am the 
truth.”

- Ann Voskamp

PERSONAL STUDY:
How do you define success? What kinds of people do you look up to and 
respect? At the end of your life, what factors will you point to as to why 
your life was a success or a failure?

Read Luke 9:18-21. Why might Jesus have instructed His disciples “to 
tell no one” that He is “the Christ of God?”

Read Luke 9:22 and 43-45. Imagine how you would respond if you were 
one of the disciples with no knowledge of the cross when He said, “The 
Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised”:

Read Luke 9:23-27 and Romans 12:1-2. What does Jesus mean when 
He says following Him requires “taking up your cross daily”? What hopes, 
dreams and comforts has Jesus called you personally to give up in fol-
lowing Him?

How does the sacrifice of vs. 23-25 relate to the fear of man Jesus men-
tions in vs. 26? In what situations have you been ashamed of Jesus or 
what He teaches?

Read Luke 9:57-62, Genesis 19:1-26 and Philippians 3:7-16. Which 
parts of your old life and sinful temptations are you most tempted to 
“look back” for longingly? What are practical ways you can forget what is 
behind you and strive toward what is ahead on a daily basis?
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SERMON NOTES:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
What are your biggest fears? What would cause you to feel the most 
embarrassment or sense of failure?

Read Luke 9:21-25 and 43-48. How does Jesus redefine how we think 
about success, greatness and ambition? How does Jesus’ success in the 
cross reframe how we think about our failures? 

Where is Jesus calling you to costly obedience and sacrificial love for 
the sake of His kingdom? Have you been hesitant or unwilling for any 
reason? Why? How can we help you move forward in repentance and 
faithful courage?

Read Luke 9:23-24 and 1 Peter 4. Peter connects the idea of suffering 
with Jesus to:

1. Leaving sinful lifestyle behind (1 Peter 4:1-3)
2. Loving and serving others (1 Peter 4:7-11) 
3. Losing respect or being persecuted for being a Christian (1 Peter 

4:4-5 and 14-17)

Which of these is the hardest for you to understand or apply to your life? 
What does it look like for our group to “commit [ourselves] to our faithful 
Creator and continue to do good”? 

Spend some time praying for Jesus to give us a willingness to share in 
His sufferings. Pray that we would be a source of strength and encour-
agement to each other as we give up our lives to follow Jesus. Pray for 
Jesus to save our friends who don’t know Him and to bring them into His 
family.
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WEEK 27:

THE ONLY THING 
NECESSARY

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 10:38-42

RELATED SCRIPTURES:  
Psalm 27 + 73, Isaiah 30:15, Matthew 6:25-34,  

John 6:27-34, Colossians 3:1-4, 1 Peter 1:3-9 Exodus 16,  
Deuteronomy 8:1-10, John 6:1-15 + 22-71, Revelation 7:13-17 

“We are not primarily called to do something or go somewhere; we 
are called to someone.” 

- Os Guinness

“We cannot do everything; there is not enough time. Like Mary, 
therefore, we have to choose and choose very deliberately. Life’s 
affairs will not automatically sort themselves into a true order of 
priorities. If we do not consciously insist on making ‘sitting at the 
Lord’s feet and listening to his word’ our number one necessity, a 
thousand and one other things and duties, all claiming to be prior 
necessities, will tyrannize our time and energies and rob us of the 
‘good part’ in life.”

- David Gooding

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read Luke 10:38. How frequently are neighbors and co-workers inviting 
you into their homes? How frequently are you inviting friends into your 
home? What is spiritually significant about how frequently Jesus engages 
people in their homes? 

Read Luke 10:39 and Psalm 27:7-8. What does seeking the Lord’s face 
look like in your life? How are you cultivating undistracted time to sit at 
Jesus’ feet, be with him, and learn from Him?

Read Luke 10:40-42. What distractions keep you from spending focused 
time with Jesus?

What does Martha’s complaint to Jesus reveal about her heart? Why 
does she feel angry about Mary’s inaction? How does busyness relate to 
works-righteousness (trying to prove yourself to God and others)?

Read Psalm 73. What is David’s temptation in verses 1-16? 

Read Psalm 73:17. What changes in David’s perspective? What does it 
mean to enter into “the sanctuary of God”?

Read Psalm 73:23-28, Luke 9 and Isaiah 30:15. What does it mean for 
God to be your portion? How do you personally rest in quietness and 
grow in trusting that Jesus is all you need?



134 135

SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
Are you more likely to rest too much or to do too much? Why?

Read Luke 10:38-42. Why doesn’t Jesus celebrate Martha’s busyness 
when she is by all accounts doing a good thing in serving her guests?

What are the good things in your world that get in the way and distract 
you from the one necessary thing? 

How does time spent at Jesus’ feet actually fuel and give life to the many 
other good things in our lives? 

How does the gospel shift the goal of disciple-making from people who 
do a lot of ministry and serving to people who sit at Jesus’ feet first and 
let their entire lives (including ministry and serving) flow from there? 

Spend some time praying for your group to treasure Jesus as your por-
tion – to cultivate vibrant time being with Him. 

Spend some time praying that Jesus would use your group to help your 
friends take next steps towards sitting at Jesus’ feet. 
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WEEK 28:

PRACTICAL 
OPERATIONS

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 10:1-24

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Psalm 67, Matthew 9:35-38 + 10:16-33,  

Mark 6:7-13, Luke 11:1-11, Acts 28:17-31,  
1 Thessalonians 2:1-16, 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5

“When Jesus sent them out he told them that they would 
experience welcome and rejection. He gave them instructions 
on what to do when they were welcomed and when they were 
not welcomed. He made it clear that to go out on this mission 
was to ‘out’ yourself as a follower of Jesus, and see how peo-
ple responded. Some will receive you. Others will reject you. Or 
worse. And until we’re ready to face that, we won’t find a Person 
of Peace.” 

- Ben Sternke

“God’s goal to be glorified in a world full of white-hot worshippers 
from every people and tongue and tribe and nation will not suc-
ceed without the powerful proclamation of the gospel by people 
like you and me. And that gospel will not be proclaimed in power 
to all the nations without the persevering, earnest, global, faith 
filled prayers of God’s people.”

- John Piper

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read Psalm 67 and Luke 10:1-2. What is Jesus’ goal for the mission? 

What are the practical mission implications of Jesus’ statement: “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few”? 

Do you approach the mission as if prayer is the most important aspect? 
Why or why not? When you pray for friends you want to know Jesus, do 
you regularly pray for Jesus to bring other Christians around them?

Spend some time praying for God to call more people to his mission field 
here in Columbia.

Read Luke 10:5-7. Who are people of peace in your life (i.e. people who 
don’t know Jesus, like you and are interested in conversations about 
Jesus)?

Read Luke 10:3-16. Jesus reiterates that some people will receive the 
gospel and Jesus’ disciples and some people will not. Does the thought 
of people rejecting you and the gospel bring any fears or anxieties to your 
mind?

v. 17-20 – How does Jesus use this opportunity to celebrate with His dis-
ciples? What are things you look for to know when you should celebrate? 
How does Jesus use this opportunity to celebrate as a teaching moment?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
What people and situations did Jesus use to bring you to faith? What 
things attracted you to Jesus? What things were (or still are) your biggest 
obstacles to Jesus?

Read Luke 10:1-2. What changes about our approach to mission when 
we realize that the harvest is plentiful? How does that truth affect how we 
pray and live?

Read Luke 10:3-16. Are you willing to be rejected for the sake of Jesus’ 
kingdom advancing? Why or why not?

Who are people of peace that Jesus has put into your life and how can 
we help you help them take next steps toward Jesus?

Read Luke 10:17-20. What does Jesus mean in v. 20? How can we cele-
brate ministry wins without believing we are saved by ministry wins? 

Spend some time celebrating where Jesus has been at work in the lives 
of those your group is building with. Pray for eyes to see the people 
Jesus is working in around and to respond with confidence and warm 
invitation. 
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WEEK 29:

BEARING YOUR 
NEIGHBOR’S BURDENS

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 10:25-37

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Leviticus 19:9-18, Matthew 5:13-16 and  

25:31-46, John 13:1-20, Galatians 5:13-15,  
James 1:26-2:17, 1 Peter 2:9-12, 1 John 4:18-21

“Neighbor is not a concept to be debated or defined, but a flesh-
and-blood person in the ditch waiting to be served. You can’t 
define your neighbor in advance; you can only be a neighbor 
when the moment of mercy arrives.” 

- Willliam Cwirla

“At the center of Christianity is a man on the cross loving people 
who don’t love Him, pouring His life out for people who aren’t 
even interested in Him.” 

- J.D. Greear

“Here is a vocation that will bring you more satisfaction than if you 
became a millionaire ten times over: Develop the extraordinary 
skill for detecting the burdens of others and devote yourself daily 
to making them lighter.”

- John Piper

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read Luke 10:25-28, Matthew 22:17-18 and John 8:3-6. What stands 
out to you about the interaction between Jesus and the lawyer in Luke 
10? What is the lawyer’s motive for asking his question? 

Have you ever asked Jesus a question with the hope of trapping Him or 
putting Him to the test? Why?

In v. 25, the lawyer asks, “what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” What is 
inherently twisted in his question? What would you think about a family 
in which the children felt they needed to do certain things to receive an 
inheritance?

Read Luke 10:29. What is the lawyer’s motive? What is the question 
behind the question? Do you ever find yourself asking “Do I really have to 
love this person?” Why?

Read Luke 10:30-37 and Leviticus 19:9-18. How does Jesus flip the 
lawyer’s question on its head? What is the difference between people 
who serve “to justify themselves” and gospel motivation to love others?

How can love for the poor, the burdened, and the brokenhearted be evi-
dence of a heart that understands God’s love for us?



142 143

 SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
Would you describe the general posture of your life as looking for oppor-
tunities to love and serve others? Why or why not?

Read Luke 10:25-29. How does Jesus expose the lawyer’s busted 
motives and sinful heart? Where is Jesus confronting and exposing your 
heart? How are you responding? 

Read Luke 10:30-37 and Galatians 5:13-15. How is Jesus the one and 
only perfect Good Samaritan? Why is the gospel the only motive that can 
turn self-justifying lawyers into self-sacrificing neighbors?

Read Galatians 6:1-5. How does Paul explain the interplay between in-
dependent self-sufficiency and an interwoven mutually dependent church 
family? Where are we strong and weak in these as areas as individuals 
and as a LifeGroup?

Who has God put in your life who is hurting or “in a ditch”? How can you 
and your LifeGroup love and serve them well?

Spend some time praying for God’s Spirit to open your LifeGroup’s eyes 
to those who are hurting around you and to give you wisdom and cour-
age to love them well. 
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WEEK 30:

WAR-TIME PRAYER
PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 

Luke 11:1-13

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Daniel 6:1-13, Matthew 6:9-13, Luke 3:21, 5:16, 6:12-13, 9:18 + 29, 

22:31-32 + 39-46, Romans 8:26-30, Revelation 5:6-10 and 8:1-4

“Jesus’ resurrection is the beginning of God’s new project not to 
snatch people away from earth to heaven but to colonize earth 
with the life of heaven. That, after all, is what the Lord’s Prayer is 
about.”

- N.T. Wright 

“Prayer is where the action is.” 
- John Wesley

“The number one reason why prayer malfunctions in the hands 
of believers is that they try to turn a war-time walkie-talkie into a 
domestic intercom. Until you believe that life is war, you cannot 
know what prayer is for. Prayer is for the accomplishment of a 
war-time mission.”

- John Piper

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read Luke 11:1, 3:21, 5:16, 6:12-13, 9:18 + 29, 22:31-32 + 39-46. What 
themes do you see in the how, when and what of Jesus’ prayer life? 

What are the theological and practical implications of Jesus, the Son of 
God, making frequent and regular time to pray?

Read Luke 11:2-4. What is the context for this famous prayer that Jesus 
taught His disciples? How does the context of Jesus training an army of 
disciple-making disciples help us understand this prayer?

Read Daniel 6:1-13. What situation does Daniel find himself in? What 
is the broader context of the book of Daniel? (Use a study Bible or a com-
mentary if you need to.)

Does Daniel’s prayer immediately alleviate his bad circumstances? How 
does Daniel display faithful prayer in the midst of a hostile culture?

Read Luke 11:5-13 and Romans 8:26-30. In what ways does Jesus 
encourage His disciples to pray? What motivations does He appeal to? 
How do God the Spirit’s assistance and God the Father’s sovereignty give 
us freedom for a vibrant prayer life?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
What people and things do you pray for regularly? What does this indi-
cate about your heart?

Are there any things you think you should pray for more but don’t for 
some reason? What things? Why?

Read Luke 11:1-4. What is meant by the statement: “prayer is the fuel 
for mission”? How does Jesus’ prayer in vs. 2-4 make the most sense in 
Luke’s larger context of Jesus training His disciples to live on mission?

Read Luke 11:5-13 and Romans 8:26-30 + 12:12. What factors cause 
you to lose courage or consistency in prayer? Is your prayer life marked 
more by cynicism or hope?

How do Jesus and Paul motivate us to pray frequently, consistently and 
for the long haul?

Spend some time praying for prayer to mark every aspect of your individ-
ual and group life. Ask God’s Spirit to imprint in your minds a “pray first 
and work second” mindset.
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WEEK 31:

ENGAGING THE 
SKEPTIC
PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 

Luke 11:29-32

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
1 Kings 10:1-13, 2 Chronicles 9:1-12, Jonah,  

Matthew 12:38-42, Mark 8:1-12,  
Luke 11:14-23, John 6, Romans 1:18-23, 2 Peter 3:15

“A faith without some doubts is like a human body without any 
antibodies in it. People who go through life too busy or indifferent 
to ask hard questions about why they believe as they do will find 
themselves defenseless against either the experience of tragedy 
or the probing questions of a smart skeptic. A person’s faith can 
collapse almost overnight if she has failed over the years to listen 
to her own doubts, which should only be discarded after long re-
flection. Believers should acknowledge and wrestle with doubts—
not only their own, but their friends’ and neighbors’.

- Tim Keller

“You can’t go on ‘seeing through’ things forever. The whole point 
of seeing through something is see something through it. To ‘see 
through’ all things is the same as not to see.”

- C.S. Lewis

PERSONAL STUDY:
With which doubts have you wrestled or do you currently wrestle? Are 
your doubts more personal doubts related to suffering or disappointment 
or are they more intellectual doubts related to the big questions of the 
universe?

What doubts do your friends, family and coworkers have about Jesus? 

Read Luke 11:29-32 and 11:14-16. What is Jesus’ main point here? Who 
is Jesus describing as those who “seek for a sign”? Have you ever found 
yourself asking or demanding that God do something to prove Himself to 
you? When and why?

Read Luke 11:31, 1 Kings 10:1-13 and 2 Chronicles 9:1-12. Why does 
Jesus say the queen of the South (the Queen of Sheba) will condemn 
this generation? How much work have you put into seeking out God’s 
answers for your questions and doubts?

Read Luke 11:29-30 + 32. (If you’re not familiar go read the book of 
Jonah and check out the Midtown sermon series “A Whale of a Tale” 
from 2009.) Why does Jesus say the men of Nineveh will condemn this 
generation? How was Jonah a small foreshadowing of Jesus?

How do you respond when a friend or family member has doubts about 
Jesus?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
What doubts make following and trusting Jesus difficult? How do you 
respond to your doubts?

Read Luke 11:29-32. What stood out from the sermon? Why does Jesus 
confront these people about their doubts and skepticisms? 

Read Romans 1:18-23. What spiritual realities hide beneath our doubts? 
How do we find the hidden “belief” that is under our doubts?

Read 1 Peter 3:14-16. In light of Luke 11:29-32, Romans 1:18 and  
1 Peter 3:14-16, how should we approach those with doubts about 
Jesus? What does it look like to be ready to give an answer “with gentle-
ness and respect”?

How does the gospel motivate patience and sincerity in engaging our 
friend’s doubts and skepticisms?

Spend some time praying for God to help us deal with our own doubts 
and skepticisms. Ask God’s Spirit to help us see the beliefs under our 
doubts and to equip us to answer our friend’s doubts with patience, gen-
tleness and respect. 
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WEEK 32:

ENGAGING THE 
RELIGIOUS

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 11:37-12:3

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Isaiah 64:1-6, Ezekiel 34, Luke 15 and 18:9-14,  

Matthew 16:5-12 and 23:1-39 and 25:31-46, Mark 8:14-21,  
Romans 3:10-26 and 4:1-8 and 15:1-7,  

The Book of Galatians, Philippians 3:1-10

“…there was a deep, black, wordless conviction in him that the 
way to avoid Jesus was to avoid sin.”

- Flannery O’Connor

“[People] who are no longer sure that God loves and accepts 
them in Jesus, apart from their present spiritual achievements, 
are subconsciously radically insecure persons… Their insecurity 
shows itself in pride, a fierce, defensive assertion of their own 
righteousness, and defensive criticism of others. They come 
naturally to hate other cultural styles and other races in order to 
bolster their own security and discharge their suppressed anger.”

- Richard Lovelace

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read Luke 12:1-3. In light of v. 2-3, what is the leaven of the Pharisees 
that Jesus mentions in v. 1? Why does religious adherence to the law 
lead to people who keep a lot hidden in the dark? Is there anything you’re 
hiding currently?

Read Luke 11:37-54. Outline Jesus’ series of rebukes. 

What themes do you notice in Jesus’ rebukes? Describe the heart that He 
is confronting. What about the gospel does this heart posture understand 
and what does it fail to understand?

Which rebukes are confusing or unclear? How can you study further to 
gain understanding? 

Which of Jesus’ rebukes apply most directly to you? Where do you need 
to repent?

Read Ezekiel 34 and 1 Peter 2:9-10. What are God’s expectations for 
people who are ministering in His name?

What do we learn from Jesus’ warnings to the Pharisees about tempta-
tions for people engaged in ministry?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
Do you have a positive or negative impression of the word religious? 
Why? Who are the most religious people you know? How religious would 
you say you are?

Read Luke 11:37-46. During your study of this passage or during the 
sermon, which of Jesus’ rebukes to the Pharisees and lawyers stood out 
to you? 

Why are we quick to see evidence of religious Pharisaism in others and 
slow to see it in ourselves? What excuses do we use to justify our own 
self-righteousness?

Read Ezekiel 34:1-6, Romans 15:1-7 and Luke 11:46. What does it look 
like for us to heed Jesus’ warning and help others bear the burden of the 
law instead of crushing them with it? 

What motivation does Paul give in Romans 15 for bearing with those who 
are weak in their faith? Who do you know who thinks following Jesus is 
all about obeying rules? How can we love them well?

Spend some time praying for God’s Spirit to show us our religious hypoc-
risy so that we are graciously equipped to love those who are religiously 
crushed under the burden of the law. 



156 157

WEEK 33:  
FEAR OF MAN TRAP

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 12:4-12

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Deuteronomy 1:17, Psalm 8:3-6 + 118:5-9,  

Proverbs 29:25, Isaiah 2:22 + 51:7-13, Jeremiah 1:8, 
John 12:42-43, Galatians 1:10-11, 1 Peter 3:13-15

“There’s no doubt that a lot of our younger adults, younger 
Christians, teenagers are getting pushback and criticism and 
disdain for their faith that just wasn’t true 20 or 30 years ago, and 
I don’t want to say that’s not real. It’s just when you look across 
the world there are plenty of places where the church is thriving… 
though it’s very embattled, far more opposition to the gospel 
there… We must neither panic on the one hand nor assume 
persecution is always good on the other.”

- Tim Keller

“For much of the twentieth century, especially in the South and 
parts of the Midwest, one had to at least claim to be a Christian 
to be ‘normal.’ During the Cold War, that meant distinguishing 
oneself from atheistic Communism. At other times, it has meant 
seeing churchgoing as a way to be seen as a good parent, a 
good neighbor, and a regular person. It took courage to be an 
atheist, because explicit unbelief meant social marginalization. 
Rising rates of secularization, along with individualism, means that 
those days are over.”

- Russell Moore

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read Luke 12:4. Is there anyone in your life right now who threatens, 
intimidates and/or tries to manipulate you with fear? (Consider overt 
examples like a boss who threatens to fire you or more subtle examples 
where someone makes you feel guilty or pressured to do what they want.)

Read Luke 12:5. What is Jesus’ first logical argument against fearing 
man? What things in your life numb you to the eternal reality of God and 
His hugeness? What specific things cultivate a Godward posture in your 
soul?

Read Luke 12:6-7 and Psalm 8:3-6. How does God’s love, care and 
notice empower His children to stand courageously in the face of intimi-
dation, threats and persecution?

Read Luke 12:8-12, Daniel 3:8-30. In what area do you feel the most 
pressure to deny Jesus right now? (Denying Jesus might look like not 
obeying his commands, or not upholding what He says to be true about 
the universe, or just outright denying your belief in or your commitment to 
Him.)

Read 2 Timothy 2:24-26 and Luke 22-23. What does it look like to dis-
agree with gentleness even in the face of violent opposition? What stands 
out to you about how Jesus handled violent opponents in his final hours 
on earth?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
Are you more tempted to back down from cultural opposition or get excit-
ed about the opportunity to fight and debate? 

Read Luke 12:4 and 8-9. Where do you feel the most cultural pressure to 
distance yourself from Jesus? What root desires make you susceptible to 
this pressure?

Read Luke 12:5-7 and Psalm 8:3-6. What happens if we don’t under-
stand God’s might, holiness and fearsomeness?

What happens if we don’t understand that God cares about us despite 
His majestic awesomeness? 

Read Luke 12:4 and 2 Peter 1:3. What are you most afraid of people 
taking away from you? How does active awareness of who God is, what 
He’s done for you and what He’s given to you free you from the fear of 
man? 

Read Luke 12:11-12 and 2 Timothy 2:24-26. What’s the difference be-
tween being filled with the Spirit as God’s witness in the midst of an op-
positional culture and trying to maintain political power in a culture war?
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WEEK 34:

THE WEALTH TRAP

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 12:13-21

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Job 27:13-22, Matthew 6:19-24, James 1:9-11 and 1 Tim 6:6-12

“Our giving is a reflexive response to the grace of God in our lives. 
It doesn’t come out of our altruism or philanthropy—it comes out 
of the transforming work of Christ in us. This grace is the action; 
our giving is the reaction… The greatest passage on giving in all 
Scripture ends not with “Congratulations for your generosity,” but 
‘Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!’ … The act of giving 
is a vivid reminder that it’s all about God, not about us. It’s saying 
I am not the point, He is the point… Giving is a joyful surrender 
to a greater person and a greater agenda. Giving affirms Christ’s 
lordship. It dethrones me and exalts Him.”

 -Randy Alcorn 

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read Luke 12:13-14. Have you ever seen money cause friction in rela-
tionships or families? What was the situation? What does human willing-
ness to break relationship over money indicate about our souls?

Read Luke 12:15 and Exodus 20:17. What is coveting? Where are you 
most tempted to think, “if I just had _______, then I would be content”? 

Jesus says “One’s life does not exist in the abundance of his posses-
sions.” Which of your possessions could you easily live without? Which 
ones are most difficult to imagine losing?

Read Luke 12:16-21. According to v. 19 what was the man’s motivation 
for building bigger barns? What was he trying to achieve? In what ways 
do you believe money can protect you from the unpredictable nature of 
life?

Jesus’ parable about the man with the storehouses describes how wealth 
and comfort can distract us from seeing God and thinking about His 
kingdom. Where do you see this play out in our culture? What about in 
your life?

Read Luke 12:21 and 1 Timothy 6:17-19. What does Jesus mean by 
being rich toward God? Who do you know that seems to grasp this con-
cept? In what ways might you need to repent to grow in richness towards 
God?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
How would you describe your overall financial health? What are areas of 
strength and weakness in spending, planning and generosity?

Read Luke 12:13-15. Where are you tempted to believe a slightly larger 
abundance of possessions would give you a more abundant life?

What active steps are you taking to be on your guard against covetous-
ness and greed? 

Read 1 Timothy 6:9-10 and 17-19. Why does the Bible consistently 
warn about the danger of money? Where does your mind or heart resis-
tant to these warnings?

Read Luke 12:16-21 and Matthew 6:19-21. Does your spending indi-
cate a Godward heart? What are practical ways you are investing treasure 
in heaven instead of yourself? 

Is the gospel producing more care for God’s kingdom growth than your 
comfort’s growth?

Pray for God’s Spirit to fill our hearts with rich generosity that actively 
fights against greed in our hearts. 
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WEEK 35:

THE WORRY TRAP

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 12:22-34

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Joshua 1:1-9, Isaiah 41:1-20, John 14:27,  

Philippians 4:6-7, 1 Peter 5:6-7

“Our anxiety does not empty tomorrow of its sorrows, but only 
empties today of its strengths.”

- Charles H. Spurgeon

“Fear and anxiety begin to work in the hearts of men and women 
in a horrific way and, to this day, rob the children of God from the 
delight in God they should walk in.”

- Matt Chandler        

PERSONAL STUDY:
Our raw resources of time, money, mental and physical energy naturally 
flow toward what we treasure most. Considering your time, money and 
energy, what do you treasure most? Why? What deep desires do you 
believe these treasures can give to you? 

Read Luke 12:22. What two things does Jesus caution against worrying 
about? Even if you don’t worry about having something to wear or where 
your next meal will come from, there are other aspects of food and cloth-
ing to worry about. Where do you see this in our culture or in your life? 

Read Luke 12:25-26. What do Jesus’ questions point out about human 
nature? About what situations or people do you regularly feel stress, 
anxiety or worry? What are you most afraid will happen if things don’t go 
the way you want? 

Read Psalm 135:6 and Isaiah 46:9-10. How is Jesus in control of the 
specific things you worry about? How is His sovereignty comforting to 
you? What is unsettling about it?

Read Luke 12:13-34. How is Jesus’ conclusion in vs. 32-34 an answer 
to both the greed discussed in vs. 13-20 and the worry discussed in vs. 
22-34?

Are people in your life aware of the things you regularly worry or stress 
about? If not call someone in your LifeGroup to confess and ask for 
prayer and assistance.
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
From the personal study and/or sermon, what did Jesus reveal that you 
worry about the most? What are ways you can ask lifegroup for help as 
you repent from your anxiety? 

Read Luke 12:24-32. What fundamental truths of God’s character and 
our identity motivate repentance and lead us into freedom from worry and 
anxiety? What keeps you from trusting that God’s got you? How do you 
need to push back against unbelief with God’s word?

Read Luke 12:30. If God knows exactly what we need, why should we 
pray? 

Read Luke 12:30-34. How does last week’s sermon about greed tie into 
anxiety? Why does Jesus give the same solution for wanting to have too 
much money and fearing not having enough money? What would obedi-
ence and repentance in light of v. 33 look like in our lives?

How does freedom from anxiety further enable us to be on mission? Pray 
for God’s spirit to lead us to trust Jesus, walk in repentance and freedom 
and gladly give our resources to His kingdom advancing.
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WEEK 36:

PROCLAIMING & 
PORTRAYING THE 

GOSPEL

 PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Various passages in Luke and Colossians 1:13-23

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Genesis 3, Isaiah 58:5-10, Matthew 4:23-25 and 5:14-16, Luke 
4:18, 9:1-2 and 6 and 11, 10:9, Acts 10:36-38, Romans 8:18-25

“Christ Jesus did not simply pick up where the first Adam left off; 
he undid Adam’s transgression by his sacrificial death and suc-
cessfully fulfilled Adam’s vocation by his obedient life. If there is 
no debt to God, but only thanksgiving, where do our good works 
go? There is only one direction: outward to our neighbor. We look 
up in faith toward God and out to our neighbor in loving service.”

- Michael Horton

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read Genesis 3. In humanity’s fall, four fundamental relationships were 
broken: 1) relationship with God, 2) relationship with others, 3) relation-
ship with self and 4) relationship with creation. Where have you seen 
these broken relationships in your life? How is Jesus repairing, bringing 
wholeness and healing to these broken relationships in your life?

Read Colossians 1:13-23. Paul describes the gospel in personal re-
demption/forgiveness terms in v. 13-15 and v. 21-23, but zooms out to a 
cosmic view of the gospel in v. 16-20. How do these two aspects of the 
gospel work together? Do you tend to think one is more important than 
the other and if so, why?

Read Colossians 1:20 and Revelation 21:1-5. What does Paul mean 
when he says that through Jesus, God is reconciling all things? What 
roles do we play in this reconciliation as Christians?

What resources and opportunities is Jesus giving you to help repair the 
four broken relationships of Genesis 3 in other people’s lives?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
Read Matthew 4:23-24, Luke 9:1-2, 6 and 11. These verses give us an 
overarching view of the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. What are the two 
primary components of His ministry? What does this reveal to us about 
Jesus’ character?

Jesus consistently brought healing for people’s physical and spiritual 
needs. He cared for their physical needs by healing their bodies, and he 
cared for people’s spiritual needs by preaching to them the Gospel of the 
Kingdom.  Do you have a tendency to care about people’s spiritual needs 
while under valuing their spiritual needs, or vice-versa?  Why? 

 -What harm is done when we care about people’s spiritual needs  
 without caring about their physical needs?

 -What harm is done when we care about people’s physical   
 needs without caring about their spiritual needs?

Read Revelation 21:1-5. The gospel is both the astounding good news 
of the forgiveness of sins, as well as the astounding good news of God’s 
plan to reverse every terrible effect that sin has had on His people and 
His creation. Revelation 21 describes what it will be like when Christ 
comes back and makes everything right again. How does the Gospel mo-
tivate us to bring healing to people’s physical needs and spiritual needs?

Pray for God to give your LifeGroup opportunities to combine the pro-
claiming of the Gospel of the Kingdom with the displaying of the Gospel 
of the Kingdom by meeting physical needs.
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WEEK 37:

LOVING PEOPLE NOT 
NAMED YOU

 PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 14:1-14

 

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Proverbs 8:13, 16:18-19 and 29:23, Isaiah 14:12-14, 66:1-2, 

Matthew 23:5-12, Mark 8:34, Luke 6:27-36,  
Galatians 5:13-14, Philippians 2:1-13, James 4:6 

“Our worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach 
of God’s grace. And your best days are never so good that you 
are beyond the need of God’s grace.” 

- Jerry Bridges

“Do not desire to be the principal man in the church. Be lowly. Be 
humble. The best man in the church is the man who is willing to 
be a doormat for all to wipe their boots on, the brother who does 
not mind what happens to him at all, so long as God is glorified.”

- C.H. Spurgeon

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read Luke 14:1-6. You can almost feel the tension between Jesus and 
his hosts. How does Jesus respond to the tension? Why does he re-
spond the way he does? What kind of social interactions make you tense 
and how do you normally respond?

Read Luke 14:7-11. How important is it to you that people treat you 
with proper respect and honor? When do you feel entitled to “places of 
honor”? When do you feel slighted if someone else is honored instead of 
you?

In v. 7, Luke says Jesus is teaching a parable -- a hypothetical story with 
the intent of teaching deeper spiritual meaning. What do you think the 
banquet in Jesus’ parable represents? (Check with a commentary or a 
study bible if you’re stuck.)

Read Luke 14:8-11 and Philippians 2:1-11. How does Jesus himself 
demonstrate the humility he commands? What examples can you find 
in scripture? How does Jesus lowering Himself to serve us confront the 
motives we have for trying to exalt ourselves?

Read Luke 14:12-14, Galatians 5:22-23 and 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. 
What specific people are most difficult for you love and share your life 
with (consider coworkers, neighbors, friends, church or family members)? 
What makes it hard? What areas of spiritual weakness is Jesus trying to 
grow by leading you to love people that are different than you?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
Read Luke 14:1-14. According to v. 1, what is the context for Jesus’ 
healing and teaching in this passage? 

Discuss the spiritual reality Jesus explains with His parable in v. 7-11. 
What does Jesus mean by “everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
and he who humbles himself will be exalted”? What is He exposing about 
the Pharisees’ (and our) natural approach to life?

In John 15:15 Jesus calls His disciples “friends”. In other words, the ban-
quet master gives sinners like us the highest honor possible. How does 
this gospel truth empower us to obey Jesus’ instructions in v. 12-14 even 
when that obedience comes with social, financial or emotional cost?

Reread Luke 14:13. Jesus instructs us to invite in “the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, and the blind” -- those who are usually excluded and cannot 
repay the kindness. Who might that mean for us? What sinful resistance 
will we have to repent from as we obey Jesus in this way?

Prayer: As a group confess areas of seeking honor, comfort, etc. Pray 
the Holy Spirit would empower you to love those around you in a selfless 
way.
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WEEK 38:

WELCOMED TO THE 
FEAST

 PRIMARY SCRIPTURE:
Luke 14:12-24

 

RELATED SCRIPTURES:  
Isaiah 25:6-9, Matthew 5:2-12, 21:33-43 and 22:1-14,  

Luke 6:20-23 and 13:28-30, John 6, Revelation 19

“‘All things are ready,’ come to the feast! Come, for the table now 
is spread; Ye famishing, ye weary, come, And thou shalt be richly 
fed!”

- Charles H. Gabiel 

PERSONAL STUDY:
Would you say you are regularly invited to parties, events and to hang 
out with friends or do you frequently find yourself on the outside looking 
in? When it comes to God’s kingdom, are you more likely to believe that 
God gladly wants you to feast with Him, or that He is bothered by your 
presence? What are the inherent spiritual dangers in either belief?

Read Luke 14:1-24. What does the man mean in v. 15 when he says 
“Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!”? What 
are his assumptions? How does he misunderstand what Jesus has been 
teaching in v. 1-14?

Read Luke 14:18-20. What excuses do you tend to give (to God, yourself 
or others) for why you have little time and energy to give to God? How 
are you actively cultivating time to grow your relationship with God and 
engage in His kingdom?

Read Luke 14:21-24, 6:20-23 and Matthew 5:2-12. What are the spiri-
tual advantages that Jesus attributes to the weak, the crippled, the poor 
and the foreigner? What about your life makes it hard to recognize your 
spiritual poverty? What facets of pride most numb you to the reality of 
what Jesus has done for you and your desperate need for Him to do so?

Who are two people that who you could invite into your LifeGroup? 
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
 When in your life have you been most confronted with your own needi-
ness? How do you respond to your own weakness?

Read Luke 14:15-24. We all make self-sufficient excuses to avoid Jesus’ 
grace. What form do yours take? What do our excuses expose about our 
fundamental misunderstandings of the gospel?

Read Luke 14:23. God is a gracious host with every intent of welcoming 
a full house in for His feast. What counterfeit pictures of God crowd out 
this truth in your mind? 

Read Romans 15:1-7. If someone had no evidence other than our 
LifeGroup, would they conclude that the God we worship is in the  
business of non-stop inviting in those with nothing to offer Him? Why or 
why not?

Reread Romans 15:7. What sins did pay for in order to welcome you into 
His family? Pray for the Holy Spirit to use Jesus’ gracious welcome to 
motivate our own non-stop, gracious invitation to those who are far from 
have nothing to offer to God.
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WEEK 39:

THE COST OF 
DISCIPLESHIP

 

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 14:25-35

 

RELATED SCRIPTURES:  
Matthew 13:24-30 and 45-46, Luke 8:19-21, John 16:33 

and 17:18-19, Philippians 3:1-11, Hebrews 12:1-6 

“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.” 

― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship

Your power to give a compassionate witness about Jesus to 
unbelievers will grow in direct proportion to how precious Jesus is 
to you in the here and now.

- John Piper

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read Luke 14:25-27. Does Jesus literally want you to hate yourself, 
your loved ones and your family? Where in Scripture would you point to 
answer this question? If that’s not what Jesus means, what is He saying? 
(Check commentaries.)

Where do your strongest allegiances lie? Who would you sacrifice for, 
fight for, lie for or perform for? Who or what would you fight to protect 
and hold onto in your life at almost any cost?

Read Luke 14:28-30. When in your life have you failed of count the cost 
of a project and needed to bail or lost energy partway through? What 
enables some people in some circumstances to continue forging ahead 
no matter the cost or energy required?

Read Luke 14:31-33. Compare and contrast this illustration with the 
one Jesus uses in v. 28-30. In what ways does following Jesus involve 
surrendering to a superior power’s terms of peace? What are God’s terms 
of peace? (consider Ephesians 2:14.)

Read Luke 14:34-35. What does valuing Jesus over and above any 
other love or allegiance have to do with being salty -- effective missional 
witnesses in our culture?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
 Read Luke 14:25-27. Where have you seen examples (positive or neg-
ative) of people willing to sacrifice something for another? What is at the 
heart of all sacrifice?

Why does Jesus have the right to claim greatest value in our lives?

Read John 16:32-33 and Hebrews 12:1-6. There is no sacrifice Jesus 
can call us to that He has not already walked in and promised to com-
fort us in as we follow His footsteps. What makes these truths hard to 
remember and cling to? How is Jesus better than anything we are asked 
to give up? 

Read Luke 14:33-35. How do even small sacrifices -- being willing to 
love on someone who’s needy or build with Jesus’ family when you’re ex-
hausted -- produce salty, useful, missional witness to Jesus’ goodness? 

What are the hardest things for you to sacrifice in following Jesus right 
now?

Pray that we as a church can have a sober understanding of the cost of 
discipleship, reliance on the Holy Spirit, and an exponentially greater joy 
in loving Jesus than anything else in our lives.


