
1 PETER STUDY GUIDE
Week 3: A Holy Rebellion

Primary Passage: 1 Peter 1:14-23
Related Passages: Leviticus 19, Romans 12:1-2, 1 Corinthians 
3:9-11, Ephesians 5:1-2

“Holiness is the ability to hold to personal values of Christ-
likeness while being deeply integrated in relationship with 
people who do not hold your same convictions... People 
with Jesus’ whimsical holiness don’t gasp ... when 
someone curses: They don’t avoid a group of people, a 
place, or a party because someone might get out of hand: 
They inhabit dark places with the intention of protecting, 
and redeeming, befriending and befuddling people with 
acceptance and love. They win the lost because they’re 
the only ones who hang out with the lost.”

- Hugh Halter

LifeGroup Study Guide

Read 1 Peter 1:17-19. Think about your family history. What are 
specific sin issues your family has dealt with in past generations? 
What “futile ways” have they passed down to you?

Read 1 Peter 1:14-17. In v. 14 Peter says we are God’s children 
and in v. 17 he says we can call on God as Father because we’ve 
been ransomed. What does it mean for your life that you’ve been 
given new family heritage with God as your Father?

Read Leviticus 19:2 and Ephesians 5:1. When you’re told “be 
holy”, how do you respond? Does your response shift when you’re 
told, “imitate God as beloved children”? If so, why?

Read 1 Peter 1:17-19 and 22-23. Peter explains holiness as:
1. Being “ransomed from the futile ways inherited from our 

forefathers” (which requires repenting from active sins of 
commission) and 

2. “loving one another earnestly from a pure heart” (which 
requires repenting from passive sins of omission).

What sinful actions are most difficult for you to abstain from? What 
passive sins of inaction are you most tempted toward? 

Are you more tempted to justify your active sins of commision (bad 
things you do) or your passive sins of omission (good things you 
don’t do)? Why do you think that is?

What is our plan to live on mission and reflect God together this 
week? How can we encourage each other to be God’s holy family 
of obedient children this week? 

Pray for God’s Spirit to help us believe that we’ve been ransomed 
as God’s children.
Pray for Christ to help us pursue the fullness of holiness well. 
Pray that God uses us to show the world what He looks like.


