
1 PETER STUDY GUIDE
Week 13: elders

Primary Passage: 1 Peter 5:1-4
Related Passages: Mark 10:35-45, John 10:1-18, 
1 Timothy 3:1-13, Titus 1:5-9, Hebrews 13:17-18, 
Matthew 23

“One of the lifelong privileges of our pastoral ministry in 
Jesus is learning to see people as people and ourselves as 
one of them.”

- Zach Eswine

LifeGroup Study Guide Questions:

Read 1 Peter 5:1-5, Mark 10:35-45, John 10:1-18 and Hebrews 
13:17-18. (Put the text in your own words.) According to these 
passages, what is the relationship between elders and the church 
they lead supposed to look like?

Where have you seen healthy examples of this kind of pastor/
church relationship?

Where have you seen unhealthy examples of this relationship? 
Have you had any harmful interactions with elders (ours or others)?

Read verse 1 Peter:5:4-5 and Hebrews 13:17-18. In light of 
Jesus being our Chief Shepherd (a.k.a. the lead pastor of the global 
church), Peter calls Christians to be subject to elders, just like he 
calls all Christians to submit to government and wives to submit to 
husbands. 

What does that mean for us? What’s hard about this? How does 
the reality of Jesus being our Chief Shepherd frame how we submit 
to our pastors/elders?

Are you currently holding any bitterness toward our pastors that 
is making it hard to follow their leadership? What steps toward 
reconciliation do you need to take

Pray for our pastors holiness and humility.

Pray for our pastors to resist the temptations of the stage and 
unholy greed.

Pray for our pastors to set a healthy example of following Jesus 
in their homes with their roommates, their families and our church 
family.

Pray for all of us as a church to buy in and own God’s mission for 
us; to pursue Jesus, to fight our sin and to build the city of God here 
in Columbia with consistent hospitality, love and gospel ministry.  


