
1 PETER LEADER GUIDE
Week 6: Christians and PolitiCs

Primary Passage: 1 Peter 2:12-17
Secondary Passages: Daniel 6:3-10.

“The government of the United States is not, in any 
sense, founded on the Christian religion.” 

- John Adams, Treaty of Tripoli

Leader Notes: As we mentioned in the sermon, the scriptures 
are offensive to all of our sinful approaches to politics. Whether 
we’re using politics to hurt others, grasp for power or calm our 
fears about what’s wrong with the world, God uses Peter to call 
us to a better picture; a community of God’s free children who 
gladly use our to serve God and love our neighbor. This requires 
incredible humility, patience, prayer and creativity. 

With that said, this study guide and LG meeting could easily 
unravel into a disjointed debate. Conflict is sure to be a part if 
we’re actually engaging at a heart level, and it’s your job as the LG 
leader to make sure the conflict doesn’t overtake LG time. 

Things to watch out for: 
• This is not a time for someone to convince everyone else 

of why they are right.
• This is not a time for people to get on their soap boxes. 
• It would probably be helpful to lay a ground rule up front 

that you reserve the right to shut someone down if they’re 
dominating the conversation.

• If two people start getting in a fight or very emotional, try 
to calm them down and ask them “why are you getting so 
riled up right now?” Use it as a teaching moment to help 
them realize what’s going on in their heart and minds.

• Reminder: This is time (like always) to humbly consider 
the scriptures, check our own hearts for sin that needs to 
repent and encourage each other with good discussion.

• Reminder: Family is allowed to fight. But no low blows.

How would you describe yourself politically? (engaged, not so 
engaged, more conservative, more liberal, hostile, calm, etc.)
Leader Notes: This question is an icebreaker to help your people 
start on what will no doubt be a light, breezy and edifying political 
discussion.

Read 1 Peter 2:12-14. In v. 11-12, Peter gives Christians the 
overall call to abstain from sinful passions of the flesh and live 
honorably in such a way that people are drawn to God. In light of 
this call, what are the biggest pitfalls you see people falling into 
when it comes politics?

Leader Notes: We start with cultural observation. We want to get 
people seeing that winning a political argument or venting their 
opinion while forgetting to live like a Christian in the meantime is 
a loss. 

• Are you more likely to sin by rebelling against government/
human institutions or by not using your political words and 
actions “for the Lord’s sake”? Why?

Leader Notes: After cultural observation, we move toward self-
awareness. 



Read Daniel 6:3-10. Daniel’s story is a great example of fearing 
God while honoring the emperor. What does this look like for 
Daniel? How might this apply in current day America? 

Read 1 Peter 2:15-16. What does it look like for us to healthily 
and creatively use our freedom to engage and love our neighbors 
as servants of God? What are practical ways we need to repent? 

Leader Notes: This is the most important question in the study 
guide. How do we use politics as a tool to serve our neighbors 
in the ultimate goal of seeing God’s kingdom grow in our city. 
Where do we need to repent from sinful action or sinful inaction? 
Help your people think more creatively than a simple “yeah I really 
should vote I guess”. 

Read 1 Peter 2:17. Where are you tempted to put your political 
allegiances ahead of your calling as a follower of Jesus? 

Leader Notes: A helpful way to get people thinking about this 
may be to ask the follow up prompt or question: “Think about 
what particular causes or politicians might make you exceptionally 
mad or positively hopeful.”

Pray for God to help us use politics to faithfully worship God, 
creatively love our neighbors and humbly respect human 
institutions.

Pray for us to walk in repentance where we value our own political 
values over love for our neighbors.


