
1 PETER LEADER GUIDE
Week 13: elders

Primary Passage: 1 Peter 5:1-4
Related Passages: Mark 10:35-45, John 10:1-18, 1 Timothy 
3:1-13, Titus 1:5-9, Hebrews 13:17-18, Matthew 23

“One of the lifelong privileges of our pastoral ministry in 
Jesus is learning to see people as people and ourselves 
as one of them.”

- Zach Eswine

LifeGroup Study Guide Questions:

Read 1 Peter 5:1-5, Mark 10:35-45, John 10:1-18 and 
Hebrews 13:17-18. (Put the text in your own words.) According 
to these passages, what is the relationship between elders and 
the church they lead supposed to look like?

Leader Notes: Goal of this question is just to get the people in 
your group growing in the habit of reading the Bible, taking it in 
and then explaining it in their own words. Especially for newer 
believers, this is a helpful practice and it gives you the ability as 
the leader to gauge where your people are in terms of reading and 
understanding Scripture.

Help your people focus on the sheep/shepherd picture from 1 
Peter 5 and John 10. The Biblical picture of church leadership is 
that it’s supposed to be a healthy relationship where the shepherds 
serve, lead and lay down their lives for the sheep. And the sheep 
gladly listen and follow Jesus first and elders who help lead the 
church to Him.

Where have you seen healthy examples of this kind of pastor/
church relationship?

Leader Notes: Hopefully your group has seen lots of examples 
of this in and around Midtown. However, our larger American 
culture is so anti-authority, it’s easy to critique sinful elders who 
will at times fail us, let us down and make mistakes. It’s important 
to fight this by recognizing/celebrating the good where we see it 
and praying for more of it.

Where have you seen unhealthy examples of this relationship? 
Have you had any harmful interactions with elders (ours or others)?

Leader Notes: At the same time, people have way too many bad 
cases of being domineered, used or abused by sinful pastors who 
cared more about their own glory than Jesus’ glory. The Bible 
addresses this, calls it wrong and promises that God will hold 
those leaders to account. Give your people freedom to be honest 
and encourage them with the reminder that God loves them and 
hates it when church leaders abuse their people.

Read verse 1 Peter:5:4-5 and Hebrews 13:17-18. In light of 
Jesus being our Chief Shepherd (a.k.a. the lead pastor of the 
global church), Peter calls Christians to be subject to elders, just 
like he calls all Christians to submit to government and wives to 
submit to husbands. 

What does that mean for us? What’s hard about this? How does 
the reality of Jesus being our Chief Shepherd frame how we 
submit to our pastors/elders?



Leader Notes: It means we submit to our pastors because we’re 
ultimately submitting to Jesus. Since Jesus is our chief shepherd, 
it means Jesus is in charge for all of us and if our pastors lead us 
away from Jesus and towards sin, we gladly decline. It means the 
goal of our pastors is to lead us to Jesus and toward glorifying 
Him not ourselves, nor them. 

Jesus’ perfect leadership enables us to entrust ourselves to 
imperfect pastors, showing them grace, praying for them and still 
following them even when it’s difficult. We all carry the burdens of 
the church family, including those of the pastors.

Are you currently holding any bitterness toward our pastors that 
is making it hard to follow their leadership? What steps toward 
reconciliation do you need to take?

Leader Notes: THIS IS HUGE. Please don’t let people in your 
Lifegroup be holding bitterness and grudges against our pastors. 
If something remotely big comes up, encourage them strongly 
to go talk to the pastors. This is both Biblical obedience and 
absolutely necessary for the health of our church family. 
(Consider Hebrews 12:15, Matthew 5:23-24 and Matthew 18:15-16)

Pray for our pastors holiness and humility.

Pray for our pastors to resist the temptations of the stage and 
unholy greed.

Pray for our pastors to set a healthy example of following Jesus 
in their homes with their roommates, their families and our church 
family.

Pray for all of us as a church to buy in and own God’s mission 
for us; to pursue Jesus, to fight our sin and to build the city of 
God here in Columbia with consistent hospitality, love and gospel 
ministry.  


